industrial freedom, literary independence, the eman cipation of the slave, the equal rights of woman, justice to every race and every mansuch pre-eminently was Thomas Wentworth Higginson.
At the dinner of the American His torical Association, during the conven tion of the Association in Boston in 1899, Colonel Higginson was the principal speaker; and in the course of his speech he said one very characteristic and sig nificant thing.
That was a time, it will be remembered, when expressions of fondness or toleration for imperialist procedures were fashionable and com mon ; and all such expressions jarred upon Colonel Higginson. "I have been specially struck," he said, "by the force and clearness of the speeches made in these meetings.
But I noticed the ab sence of one word which in my student days was always present, always in the airthe word 'freedom.' In this morn ing's discussion of the relation of this country to other countries that glorious word did not occur. I pray you, ladies and gentlemen, in your historical study and teachings, to think deeply of this." He stated clearly his own position about some of the prevalent policies, and added : "I dare say that three-fourths of you dis agree with me on this point ; In two instances, Japan and Mexico, it has also proved its power of self-control. Can it be possible that we shall fail to exercise the same self-control
